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% Key challenges facing us
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Political trust and identity

Trust in Parliament is lowest among
White people

100 4
90 1
80 1
70
60 1

65 68
58 59

a0 35
30 -
20
10 -

& & S S £
& vvf ‘(.4' Q}r}? \ob‘" ‘;&‘f (}‘df fq §°°

e >
(%4 <
& J"' Q@ &F

BME groups are more likely to identify
as British than English. An increasing
number of white people feel “English”

National Identity By Ethnicity

@Brtish  mEnglish 0 None of the above

Looking at the challenge of building trust,

White people feel less connected to
influencing decisions

Agree that can influence local/GB
decisions (Warning: small sample
sizes)

Black African non-UK* 54.3

Black African - UK** 50

Black Caribbean non-UK* 50.8

Black Caribbean - UK* 48.1

Bangladeshi non-UK** ; 471
Bangladeshi UK** 50

Pakistani non-UK* 48.7

Pakistani UK* 471

Indian non-UK 47.6
Indian UK*

White non-UK

White UK

@ Local m GB 60

Source : Citizenship Survey 2005

empowerment and shared identity in more detail...

CLG’s business:

» Improving Opportunity, Strengthening
Society sets out the Government’s
strategy on race equality and
community cohesion

building empowerment and Local
Govt. performance through the new
Local Govt. performance framework
and the LGWP
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...also at the challenge of globalisation and

* Arrival of A8 migrants caused rapid demographic change in
some areas - particularly Eastern parts of the UK. There is
some, but not complete, correlation between lower cohesion
and areas affected. (Some areas have not seen significant

impacts on cohesion.)

» So demographic change is a driver of, but neither necessary

or sufficient for, lower cohesion

* This has affected rural, previously homogeneous, areas
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As the map shows, some of the
areas where positive perceptions of
cohesion are lower than 70% are
rural.

Analysis carried out by DTZ
consulting for the Commission on
Integration and Cohesion found that
alongside areas such as deprived
urban areas where cohesion might
be expected to be lower, deprived
rural areas which have experienced
recent migration have the lowest
average cohesion scores.

A MORI opinion poll carried out for
the Commission included a booster
group made up of people who lived
in rural areas with high A8
migration, 75 per cent of this group
agreed that there are 'too many
immigrants in Britain' compared to
69 per cent of all respondents.

* Maps of unitary/lower tier local authority areas (unitary/districts)

labour mobility

CLG’s business:

The Commission on Integration and Cohesion
addressed these issues in its recent report, Our
Shared Future

As the report itself indicates, there are vital roles
for leadership both from central Government and
from Local Government

These include the need to provide effective
welcome/induction for new arrivals and also to
challenge the myths and misconceptions that
can arise amongst the settled population

The Government plans to respond to the report
this Autumn




O Resilient, cohesive communities are key to
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Communities have different roles at different points in the major incident process:

To be effective in doing these things, communities need to have the following characteristics:

Why it is important

Vital to involve local people and to provide joined up response

Highly bonded communities (e.g. Bangladeshis) experience welfare benefits. May
be pre-requisite to bridging

Raises awareness and understanding of other groups. Can therefore build and
reinforce cohesion, minimise community tensions and build common identity

Political activity contributes to sense of collective efficacy and for ethnic groups,
identification with Britain. Provides platform for involvement in recovery work.

Sense of belonging reduces extremism and necessary for individuals to get
involved in recovery

Poverty may lead to resentment and validate extreme actions

These are also characteristics of cohesive communities. Currently, not all communities exhibit
these characteristics. A challenge for Government is supporting their development.
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The Government approach on flood
recovery is enabling communities (led by
strong local government) to help
themselves :

 Local recovery initiatives framed
around keeping communities
together while homes are repaired
(e.g. Toll Bar Caravan Park)

* Recovery priorities and plans set in
consultation with the local community
(e.g. Lichfield and Wyre Forest used
community meetings to set priorities
for spending Recovery Grant)

» Underpinned by quick Government
support to ensure a start to recovery

... and resilience is an essential factor in
supporting communities to recover

Work to help towns affected by
disturbances in 2001 has included work
to build social capital by bridge-building
across communities, for example:

* Oldham Peacemaker — carrying
out work to build respect for
diversity where there has been
conflict; working in schools and
communities

« Work to build trust across
communities particularly in the face
of an extreme right wing presence,
led by Mediation Northern
Ireland
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Building the characteristics of cohesive communities:

« Working with Local Govt to deliver the right performance management
framework — coverage of cohesion in new LAAs

« Supporting communities to improve service delivery outcomes and life
chances, bringing different communities together and developing a shared
sense of belonging are all aims of the Connecting Communities Plus grants
programme. The third round of community grants opened for applications on 4
September. The Programme is administered by the Community Development
Foundation

« Developing empowerment with a range of commitments in the Local
Government White Paper Strong and Prosperous Communities, including
for example more choice in service design and delivery, community ownership
and management of assets and better information about local services.

« Working to improve cohesion directly in a number of ways: developing conflict
resolution skills — allowing all people - the settled, existing population as well
as new arrivals a voice to articulate the problems they face. Providing specific
support to areas facing challenges — working with the media; developing
leadership on cohesion




% ...achieving a double benefit, avoiding cohesion
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Conflict avoided;
peaceful cooperation
to improve outcomes

for all

social capital meeting local needs

*A\ resilient response to
a wide range of

Cohesive Strong, responsive J
communities rich in Local Government

threats. Communities
empowered to find
and contribute to

recovery themselves




