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Rationale...

Faith Communities

— There are a lot of them

— They are fairly universally distributed
— They can reach people you can’t

— They have infrastructures and resources you can use
« Foot and Mouth, Floods, Fires, Flu

— They can help you achieve key goals
— They can also help with public reassurance

As the psychology of emergency planning, crowd behaviour and major
incident recovery grows
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Population of Great Britain: by religion, April 200 1

Gre at Britain

Total population Non-Christian
religious
population

Numbers Percentages Percentages
Christian 41,014,811 71.82
Muslim 1,588,890 2.78 51.94
Hindu 558,342 0.98 18.25
Sikh 336,179 0.59 10.99
Jew ish 267,373 0.47 8.74
Buddhist 149,157 0.26 4.88
Any other religion 159,167 0.28 5.20
All non-Christian religious populationt 3,059,108 5.36 100.00
No religion 8,596,488 15.05
Religion not stated 4,433,520 7.76
Total population claiming a religion 77.19
All population 57,103,927 100.00

1 Excludes Christians, people w ho had no religion and those w ho did not state their religion.
Source: Census, April 2001, Office for National Sta tistics;
Census, April 2001, General Register Office for Sco tland
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g Strategic Context

e Foot and Mouth, Floods — actual role of Faith Communities
 Government Policy on Faith Communities

« Within Faith Communities the rise of capacity development to
deliver public services

e Within Faith Communities the rise of Public Theology
— Theos
— Centre for Theology and Public Issues
— Public Theology networks and journals
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Recognition of role of faith communities developing across
UK

« Some work done in various areas across UK. Early 2005

document

« DCLG and Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and

Wales worked together

 The Guidance documents are principles emerging from

current good practice
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N Quietly delivering...

o Society of St Vincent de
Paul

e Jewish Care
« Muslim Aid Societies

e And soon...
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" Top tips for EPs 1

e Get the basics right
e Rationale, plan, identify which community

 Don’t assume you need a theological
degree

e Use the cycle of Emergency Planning

 Don’t be favouritist — CofE is not always the
way

 Honesty about what you don’t know
e Tact and respect
* Your faith is not a dirty word, people respect it
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" Top tips for EPs 2

e Understand the size and nature of the faith communities In
your area

 ldentify their networks and the best way in
e Try to get the etiquette right
* Try to understand their needs as well as offer

 Find some key resources including theological ones for
them

 Develop a coherent plan consistent with their
competencies

e Use a capabilities model
 Conduct an equality impact assessment
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Resilient FCs

lence of the Community itself
lence of Ministry Arrangements
lence of Plant

lence of Finances

e The checklist in the Pandemic Flu document can help this
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Some Examples
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Proposition

Christian Churches in the UK have historically been present in
most major disasters and long term crises/challenges

— Employment and poverty, Wars, The 1918 pandemic

There has been no single faith monopoly despite the interests of
some denominations to claim so

Nor is there any basis in law for the priority of any denomination
— the ethos is of service not locus

There is a clear role for faith communities
The job is bigger than any single faith group can deliver
Catholics and Jews punched above their weight

The Church has significant history of Ministry in Disasters and
Crises (Plague, War,Famine)



The Emergency Planning
Cycle

Easy to use

Easy to systematise Faith Community
Input









Encourage communities to do theology

. Start from the the Human Condition (Theological
Anthropology)

. Then work on how this sits with the Church’s

Understanding of Itself (Ecclesiology)

. Move outwards to Social Mission and Doctrine (Social
Theology)

. Creating and Sustaining Capability Pastoral,
Sacramental, Social, Moral Theology

. Doctrine of God Implicit and Central Throughout

. This perspective is both Christological and
Pneumatological even if my Doctrine of the Godhead
needs developing



Some Issues...

Proselytising

Public Role, Faith Values — Conflict?
Deaths

Terrorism and Radicalisation

A Historical Perspective



Proselytising

“...areligious community might be given a special
recognition on the part of the State.Such recognition must
INn N0 way create discrimination within the civil or social
order for other religious groups”

(John Paul Il. Dignitatis Humanae,6)

e Charity... cannot be used as a means of engaging in what
IS nowadays considered proselytism. Love is free: it is not
practised as a way of achieving other ends.

( Benedict XVI. Deus Caritas Est 31)



Deaths

No Easy Solutions

important to discuss the issues of disposal of the dead with
understanding and tact, but honesty

It may well be impossible to meet the prescriptions to bury within
24 hours for some muslim and jewish communities.

But there are other things which can be done to comfort

— as enabling spaces of worship near resilience mortuaries,
— giving assurances about how the dead are handled,

— allowing ministers in to perform some rituals where this does
not compromise forensic investigates



Deaths 2

— Even where none of this is possible,
emergency planners can encourage faith
communities to think through the need for
delay using their own faith tools — their
scriptures, beliefs and theological
principles.

— Faith communities do have resources to
deal with large scale death. They may
need support and theological support



Terrorism and Radicalisation

« A Historical Perspective

— Theological Challenges need theological
solutions

— Catholics in England Post 1560
— Inter-faith moderation of radicalisation
— Engagement as route to reduce radicalisation

— Maturation (theological and institutional)
within religious communities as a route to
reduce radicalisation



Contact Detalls

Until 31 October 2008

Jim McManus, A/D - Health Improvement,

Barking and Dagenham PCT
Jim.mcmanus@»bdpct.nhs.uk  www.bdpct.nhs.uk

From 3 November 2008

Jim McManus, Director of Public Health,
Birmingham City Council / Birmingham PCTs
Jim.mcmanus@birmingham.gov.uk or possibly even
Jim_mcmanus@birmingham.gov.uk



