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The aim of this conference is to establish the nature of the United Kingdom’s actual military strategy, as opposed to 
the broadly stated defence policy, and to examine how this strategy can be effectively delivered.

With the importance of defence to the UK relating to more than just current operations, the conference will provide 
a timely opportunity to examine the broad and complex nature of defence.
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Conference Outline

The aim of this conference is to establish the nature of the United 
Kingdom’s actual military strategy, as opposed to the broadly 
stated defence policy, and to examine how this strategy can be 
effectively delivered.

With the importance of defence to the UK relating to more 
than just current operations, the conference will provide a timely 
opportunity to examine the broad and complex nature of defence.

The military instrument is a principal contributor to security. 
The UK Government published its National Security Strategy 
(NSS) in the spring of this year, and the Ministry of Defence (MoD) 
was very much engaged in the preparation of this document. 
Thus, the conference will provide an opportunity for a stocktake 
on national defence policy and military strategy in the context of 
the NSS, discussing:

•	 The need to demonstrate to the electorate that current 
defence policy is coherent with the NSS and to explore 
the contribution of defence to security at home and abroad;

•	 The rebuilding of broad national political consensus as to the 
purpose and roles of Britain’s armed forces - purposes and roles 
defined in the 1998 Strategic Defence Review but, arguably, 
disrupted by the 2003 invasion of Iraq;

•	 The issue of obligation versus choice in policy and military 
commitments, the concept of the ‘force for good’, the  
relationship between liberal intervention and national interest, 
the relevance of the military contributions to international 
influence and diplomacy, and the benign roles of armed forces;

•	 The influence of relations with other states and organisations, 
such as the United States, Europe and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO), in both political and military contexts, 
and in particular the UK’s contribution to these relationships;

•	 Thinking in the MoD and the defence industrial base regarding 
the development of future concepts and the delivery of future 
capability to meet medium and long term requirements.

The conference will bring together policy makers, academics, 
officials and business in exploring these issues.

In advance of the event, RUSI will publish a short paper setting 
out key issues for discussion. Afterwards, RUSI will publish an 
analysis of insights drawn from the event.

At a time of growing discussion of the nature and direction of 
UK defence and security policy, the conference and its associated 
papers will provide a timely opportunity to discuss and shape 
a debate of primary importance to the UK.

 Forthcoming Events
1 December 2008	 Frontline Insights - The Royal Navy and Task Force Operations in the Persian Gulf

11 December 2008	 Emergency Responses 2008

15 December 2008	 Defence Project Management Seminar Series: Leadership in Collaborative Programme Management

13 January 2009	 Frontline Insights - Infantry Operations in Southern Afghanistan

19 - 22 January 2009	 Maritime Security: Strengthening International and Inter-agency Co-operation (in partnership with Wilton Park)

10 February 2009	 Frontline Insights - Joint Helicopter Force Operations in a Counter-Insurgency

19 February 2009	 Ethics and Legal Implications of NEC

9 March 2009	 Frontline Insights -  Fight In, Fight Out - The Operation to Withdraw from Basra Palace

28 - 29 May 2009	 The 10th RUSI Missile Defence Conference

3 - 5 June 2009	 Future Maritime Operations

23 - 25 June 2009	 Future Land Warfare Conference

For more information on forthcoming events visit www.rusi.org/events or contact RUSI on +44 (0)20 7747 2600

The Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) is an independent think-
tank working on cutting edge defence and security issues. RUSI is 
a unique institution; founded in 1831 by the Duke of Wellington, it 
embodies nearly two centuries of forward thinking, free discussion 
and careful reflection on defence and security matters.

RUSI provides corporate and individual membership with exclusive 
access to the UK’s premier community on defence and security 
issues, enabling our members to benefit from, and participate 
in, our events, publications and research. For more information 
visit www.rusi.org

About RUSI
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0800	 Registration

0900	 SESSION 1: THE DEFENCE POLICY OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM IN RELATION TO THE NATIONAL 
SECURITY STRATEGY

Chair:	S ir Paul Lever KCMG (Chairman, Royal United 
Services Institute)

0900	A ddresses

	 Tom McKane (Strategy Director, Ministry of Defence, UK)

	 Professor Malcolm Chalmers (Professorial Fellow, 
Royal United Services Institute)

0945	 Discussion Session

1030	C offee

1100	 SESSION 2: ISSUES, CHOICES AND CHALLENGES 
FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM’S MILITARY STRATEGY

Chair	 tbc

1100	A ddresses

	 Professor Michael Clarke (Director, Royal United 
Services Institute)

	 Professor Colin S. Gray (Centre for Strategic Studies, 
Department of Politics, University of Reading)

	 Professor Hew Strachan (Chichele Professor of the 
History of War, All Soul’s College, University of Oxford)

1200	 Discussion Session

	 To include: Lieutenant General Peter Wall CBE 
(Deputy Chief of Defence Staff Commitments, 
Ministry of Defence, UK)			 

1300	L unch

Conference Programme

1400	 SESSION 3: REBUILDING A CONSENSUS OVER 
THE UNITED KINGDOM’S DEFENCE POLICY

Chair: 	 The Rt Hon James Arbuthnot MP (Chairman, House 
of Commons Defence Committee) 

1400	A ddresses

	E ric Joyce MP (Labour Member of Parliament for Falkirk 
and Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Secretary 
of State for Defence)

	 The Hon Bernard Jenkin MP (Conservative Member 
of Parliament for North Essex and Member of the House 
of Commons Defence Committee)  

	 Nick Harvey MP (Liberal Democrat Member of Parliament 
for North Devon and Shadow Defence Secretary)

1500	 Discussion Session

1545	A fternoon Tea

1615	 SESSION 4: CAPABILITY AND FORCE STRUCTURE 
REQUIREMENTS IN THE MEDIUM-TO LONG-TERM 

Chair: 	 tbc

1615	A ddresses

	 Professor Trevor Taylor (Head, Department of Defence 
Management & Security Analysis, Cranfield University)

	S imon Jewell (Managing Director, Strategic Capability 
Solutions, BAE SYSTEMS plc)

	O ther speaker/s tbc

1700	 Discussion Session

	 To include: Air Vice Marshal Kevin J Leeson CBE BSc CEng 
FIEE RAF (Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff, Strategy 
and Plans, Ministry of Defence, UK)

1745	C losing Remarks 

1800	 Reception

For updates to the programme or more information, please visit
www.rusi.org/events



Defence in the Round: The United Kingdom’s Needs, Priorities and Resources

4 ways to register

group discounts

venue & Accommodation

cancellations, 
SUBSTITUTIONS & CHANGES

RUSI recognises the value in groups 
(from the same organisation) attending 
events at the same time. Groups of 5 or 
more booking at the same time could 
receive a discount. Please contact the 
Events Manager for more information. 
Only one discount available per person.

Venue:
Royal United Services Institute, Whitehall, 
London SW1A 2ET

Accommodation:
Overnight accommodation is not included 
in the registration fee. However, there are a 
number of quality hotels in the area. Please 
call the hotels direct. Alternatively, why not 
email: hotels@corporateteam.com

Cancellations:
Cancellations must be submitted in writing. 
Cancellation of the registration 10 working days 
or more prior to the event date is subject to a 
£100 administrative fee. There will be no refund 
for cancellations received after this time. For 
a cancellation to be acknowledged, you must 
provide cancellation details in writing, and have 
received written confirmation in return. 

Substitutions:
Substitutions may be made at any time but will 
be subject to a £15 charge. RUSI reserves the 
right to refuse admission 

Programme Changes/Information:
It may be necessary, for reasons beyond the 
control of the organisers, to change programme 
content, speakers and/or timings. RUSI is not 
liable for any changes.  

Disclaimer:
Speakers alone are responsible for the contents 
of their respective papers. It is the policy of 
the Institute to give the fullest freedom to 
contributors/speakers to express their opinions. 
Only by doing so can the Institute carry out the 
terms of its charter. The opinions expressed by 
RUSI staff and RUSI Fellows do not necessarily 
represent the views of the Institute. 

Fax:	 +44 (0) 20 7747 2625

Post:	 This completed registration form to: 

	 Sabrina Downey
	 Royal United Services Institute for 		
	 Defence and Security Studies 		
	 Whitehall, London SW1A 2ET 

Online:	 www.rusi.org/events

Email: 	 sabrinad@rusi.org 

If you have any queries please do not 
hesitate to contact Sabrina Downey,
Events Director, on +44 (0)20 7727 2622

Please photocopy this form for multiple 
registrations, and/or pass to colleagues with
interests in this area. Please note: In order for 
RUSI to be able to email you a final programme 
and final instructions the week before the 
event, please provide an email address 
where requested. 

RUSI CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP
Corporate Members enjoy a range of benefits including generous discounts on conference delegate fees. If you would like 
more information on how your organisation might benefit from membership tick here    or email membership@rusi.org

Have You:	     Ticked correct rate box?	    Provided all payment details?	

	     Ticked correct payment details box?	    Provided email address for follow up material?

RATES
The following fees apply per delegate. The fee includes attendance at all sessions, all refreshments and luncheons, and 
the Reception. Speakers and session chairmen are not required to pay.

Standard Rate	 £295.00 (+VAT @17.5% = £51.63) 	 £346.63	   

Corporate Member	 £245.00 (+VAT @17.5% = £42.88) 	 £287.88	    
Applicable to stated individual nominees of RUSI Corporate members 

Government/Military	 £85.00 (+VAT @17.5% = £14.88) 	 £99.88	   
Applicable to UK and overseas serving military officers and ministry of defence,other government department and agency employees

DELEGATE DETAILS

Title/Rank:	                     First Name:	 Last Name:�

Job Title:�

Company:�

Address:�

�

	 Postcode:�

Tel:		  Fax:�

Email:�

 PAYMENT OPTIONS

  	Cheque: Negotiable in the UK. Made payable to RUSI Trading Ltd.

  	Transfer: RUSI Trading Ltd, Royal Bank of Scotland, 49 Charing Cross Road, London SW1A 2DX

	 Account No: 00611449 – Sort Code: 16 00 38

  	Credit/Debit Card: 	Visa   	 MasterCard   	 AMEX     	Switch/Delta   	    Amount:

Card Number:   Expiry Date: 

*Security Code:       (*This is the last three digits on the signature strip on the back of your card)

  	Her Majesty’s Government Procurement Card             	 Department/Agency:

Signature of Cardholder:�

Registered cardholder’s name and address if different to above:�

�

�

I confirm that I have read and agree to the terms of registration as specified in this brochure

Signature					     Date�

Payment must be received in full on or before the date of the event, otherwise entry will be refused. All late registrations (10 working days 
or less) must be paid by credit card. As standard with all registrations, VAT invoices and receipts of payment will be issued along with Event 
Joining Details as confirmation of registration. Invoices must be paid within 28 days or by the day of the event, whichever is soonest. 
Please provide an email address where requested so that joining details can be sent to you.

RUSI VAT No. GB 752 2750 38

/


